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European wasp whisperer 

European wasp, Vespula germanica, is a declared pest under the Biosecurity and 
Agriculture Management Act 2007 and must be reported for eradication if found in 
Western Australia (WA).  

This aggressive, scavenging and predatory pest thrives in rural and urban areas by 
feeding on fruit, human and pet food, insects and carrion. This behaviour has a 
profound impact on people, horticulture and the local environment.  

European wasp nests can be hidden underground and once established, their 
numbers can grow exponentially.  

Fertilised wasp queens are reaching WA from eastern Australia to create new nests, 
therefore early detection of wasp activity is critical to preventing the establishment of 
this pest. This can only be achieved through the continued collaboration between 
residents, businesses, industry and government. 
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Did you know? 

Nests are often hidden underground and can contain thousands of aggressive 
wasps. Small entrance hole(s), the size of a golf ball, are often disguised by leaf litter 
or grass. Sometimes nests can be above ground, e.g. in trees, wall or roof cavities.  

People and pets risk being stung by disturbing nests or consuming food and drink, 
as our food is their food, too! Fruit harvesting can also be dangerous as this can 
aggravate foraging wasps and wasps can sting multiple times.  

Activity goal 

As European wasps have a high protein drive, the goal of this activity is to put out 
some meat (tuna, ham, fish etc.) or wet pet food out in your backyard and see what 
insects come to feast! Leave it out for the day or two to allow nearby insects to find it. 
Note: Keep out of reach of pets and young kids (e.g. place on a table, on top a BBQ 
or windowsill).  

You will likely see flies and probably ants, but do you see any black and yellow 
wasps hovering around the food or landing on it and taking some away?  If so, quick, 
take some photos and report it! If you see this behaviour but timing is not in your 
favour, please report regardless with information about what you saw.  

No European wasps coming to the food? Why not go on an insect hunt, looking for 
black and yellow flying insects in your garden. Take photos of these and send them 
to us. Below are a few wasps, bees and flies, which look similar to the European 
wasp.  
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Materials required 

1. A mobile device (phone or tablet) with MyPestGuide™ Reporter downloaded
onto it or a camera

What to do 

1. Download the MyPestGuide™ Reporter or go online to create reports at

www.mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au

2. Look around for black and yellow insects visiting your garden or the food you
have placed outside (but go only where it is safe and you have permission to
do so).

3. Report what you find using the MyPestGuide™ Reporter – include as much
information as you can!

More information 

1. European wasp information www.agric.wa.gov.au/wasps 


