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Blitzing fire ants 
Calling all Western Australia Biosecurity Blitzers! We want your help to ensure red 

imported fire ants don’t spread throughout Western Australia. We need all the 

budding ant enthusiasts out there to look, collect and send us samples or photos of 

all the ants you discover around you. 

Background 

Red imported fire ant (RIFA), Solenopsis invicta is an invasive ant species that is 

native to South America. They tramped their way to Western Australia, most likely as 

hitchhikers in sea containers.     

RIFA notoriously synchronise 

their attack, inflicting multiple 

painful, fiery stings that can 

cause nasty welts over the body 

(Fig. 1). Pets are also 

susceptible, often being killed by 

swarming fire ants.   

These aggressive ants form 

super-colonies with multiple 

queens and many connected 

nests spread over large areas, in 

some cases over thousands of 

square kilometres. 

Infestations can quickly reach very high densities and RIFA will monopolise food 

resources and prey voraciously on small native species including insects, spiders, 

lizards, frogs, birds and ground mammals. These traits and behaviours can result in 

the decline, displacement or extinction of native species should RIFA establish.  

RIFA thrive in a variety of 

habitats, including agricultural 

and urban areas. In urban areas 

their presence may limit the 

enjoyment of outdoor activities 

such as sport, gardening and 

picnics. In agriculture, their 

mounds can damage crops and 

machinery, and they can 

seriously injure or kill livestock. If 

established in WA, they would 

likely become a significant 

agricultural, environmental and 

economic pest.  

Figure 1. Painful RIFA stings 

Figure 2. A RIFA nest with  
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Did you know? 

 RIFA were discovered late last year in Fremantle and have since been 

undergoing an eradication and surveillance program. 

 RIFA colonies form large mounds constructed from soil with no visible 

entrances because foraging tunnels are built and workers emerge far away 

from the nest. 

 Venom plays an important role in the ant's life, as it is used to capture prey or 

for defence. 

 RIFA is viewed as a notorious pest worldwide, causing billions of dollars in 

damages annually and impacting wildlife in countries where it has established.  

What to look for 

These ants are reddish brown in colour with a darker abdomen and range from 2–

8mm in length (Fig. 3 and 4). RIFA exhibit aggressive behaviour when disturbed.  

Activity 

Look for, photograph, and report any ants you find tramping in different habitats so 

we can map the distribution of these kinds of ants in Australia and stamp out fire 

ants.  

IF in Western Australia, please collect ant samples and submit to the Pest and 

Disease Information Service at DPIRD after staff confirm with you via the 

MyPestGuideTM Reporter app to submit the sample collected. Store in freezer. 

Materials required 

1. A mobile device with MyPestGuide™ Reporter downloaded onto it. 

2. A macro lens for your camera would be ideal, but is not essential. 

3. Instructions on how to make a report. 

Figure 3 and 4. A vial showing the size of RIFA and a RIFA queen with her workers. 

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/apps/mypestguide-reporter
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/pests-weeds-diseases/mypestguide
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4. Transparent/clear sticky tape (the wider the better) 

5. White paper and a pencil 

6. Zip lock bag 

7. Envelope & stamp 

 

What to do 

1. Survey various habitats and look for ants or ant 

nests. Walk around your garden, backyard, park 

or school searching for ants. Check along 

footpath kerbing, reticulation tubing, lawn 

edges, driveways and tree trunks. 

 

2. If you see any ants, photograph and make a 

report using the MyPestGuide™ Reporter app. 

 

3. Collect ants using the sticky side of transparent 

sticky tape by carefully pressing a piece of clear 

tape onto them, gently sticking them to the glue. 

Alternatively, brush ants into a container and 

seal shut.  

 

4. Gently adhere the tape to a piece of white 

paper. 

 

5. Find, report and collect multiple ant samples 

from different areas where different ants occur. 

 

6. Write your address and contact details on the 

piece of paper. Describe where each sample 

was collected (e.g. backyard, driveway) and/or 

write down the sample no. from the app for 

each ant sample photographed and reported. 

 

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/apps/mypestguide-reporter
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7. Gently fold the paper and place it into a ziplock bag.  

 

8. Place the ziplock bag in the freezer for 1-2 hours before sending ants through 

the mail. 

 

9. Place the paper + samples from freezer into an envelope and add a stamp.  

Send the sample in an envelope to:  

Ant Blitz 

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 

Att: Pest and Disease Information Service 

3 Baron-Hay Court 

South Perth WA 6151 

More information  

1. RIFA information https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/rifa 

2. Ant identification is the key to successful control 

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/invasive-species/ant-identification-key-

successful-control?page=0%2C1 
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