
 

Are you a bit rusty, Myrtle? 

 

Myrtle rust is a plant disease caused by the fungus Austropuccinia psidii.  

The fungus was originally a minor disease of guava trees in Brazil. However, 
when gum trees were planted for timber in Brazil, the fungus spread into 
plantations of gum trees……and a worldwide 
epidemic began! 

Myrtle rust was first detected in Australia in 2010. 
Since then it has spread from NSW to Queensland, 
Victoria, Tasmania and the Northern Territory. 

This exotic plant disease is not yet found in 
Western Australia or South Australia and we need 
your help to ensure it doesn’t spread further.  

Did you know? 

 Myrtle rust attacks all Myrtaceae plants, which 
make up 80% of WA’s flora, including: 

o gum trees / wax flowers / tea tree / bottlebrush  

o native peppermint trees (Agonis) /jarrah / karri / tuart / wandoo 

o lilly pilly 

 Myrtle rust causes deformed leaves, heavy leaf loss, reduced fertility, dieback, 

stunted growth and death in severe cases. 
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 If introduced into WA, it will have a dramatic effect on bushland, wildlife 

reserves, natural parks, private gardens, urban parks and street trees. 

What does myrtle rust look like? 

 Myrtle rust causes bright orange to yellow 
powdery spores on young leaves, stems, 
flowers and fruit.  

 The disease usually starts as small purple 

spots on leaves. Bright yellow spores form in 

clumps within these purple spots. The spores 

fade to dull yellow and then grey as the 

infection ages. 

 Leaves are often distorted. 

How does myrtle rust spread? 

 Myrtle rust spreads by spores, carried by wind and water and by people. 

 The spores can also be easily transported on clothing, camping equipment, 

tools, vehicles, plants and animals.  

Activity goal 

The goal of this activity is to look for, photograph and report any damage to 
myrtle rust host plants so we can be sure the disease has not spread to Western 
Australia. 

Geraldton wax 

 

Native peppermint 

 

Bottlebrush 

 

Look for these plants. Hint: Native peppermint trees and bottlebrushes are often 

planted as street trees. 

Materials required 

1. A mobile device (phone or tablet) with MyPestGuide™ Reporter downloaded 
onto it 

2. A macro lens for your camera would be ideal, but is not essential. 

3. Instructions on how to make a report. 

 

Myrtle rust symptoms  

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/apps/mypestguide-reporter
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/pests-weeds-diseases/mypestguide
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 IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS - Myrtle rust spreads very easily 

What to do 

1. Go for a walk in your garden or neighbourhood and choose one of the target 

plants below: Geraldton wax, native peppermint or bottlebrush (see photos). 

2. Survey the plant - look carefully at the young leaves to see if you can see 

yellow spores forming. Note the important instructions below. 

3. Report what you find using MyPestGuide™ Reporter.  

4. Take clear and in focus photos of the plant and include up to three close-ups 

of young shoots as shown in the example below.  

Example MyPestGuide™ photos of a Geraldton wax bush.  In your report you 
should note what you observe, l ike the  leaves with l ight patches and the t iny 
beetles in these photos.  

 If you find something that looks like 
myrtle rust, help us stop the spread – 
Snap it, Send it, Share it. 

 Use MyPestGuide™ Reporter to 
report it straight away. 

 Wait until we advise you 

 Avoid touching the diseased plant. 
This could dislodge the spores and 
accelerate the local spread of myrtle 
rust 

 Do not touch the plant 

 Do not spray it with a 
fungicide 

 Do not cut off any affected 
branches 

 Do not move the plant to a 
new location 

 Do not send a sample 
unless advised 

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/apps/mypestguide-reporter
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5. Repeat steps 1-4 making a separate report for each plant you survey.  

If the symptoms in your photos look suspicious to our experts, we will be 

in touch quickly to let you know what to do 

Protect your garden  

 Myrtle rust spores might come into your garden on infected plants or cut 
flowers arriving from any state in Australia where myrtle rust has become 
established. Don’t be tempted to ask 
friends or family who live outside WA to 
send you cuttings. It’s illegal to import 
host material into Western Australia 
without a permit.  

 Remember, myrtle rust can be dangerous 
to our native plants and ecosystems. 

 Disease spores can enter your garden on 
your hands, clothes and equipment like 
secateurs, so always wash your hands 
and equipment thoroughly before you 
start work in the garden. 

More information 

1. ABC video myrtle rust impact on Australian native flora and fauna 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ycOEfdeOp1E 

2. “Myrtle rust: a threat to Western Australia”. 
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/plant-biosecurity/myrtle-rust-threat-western-
australia 

3. Myrtle rust in New Zealand https://www.myrtlerust.org.nz/ 

4. Myrtle rust https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2019-12-04/myrtle-rust-
fungus-invasive-species-killing-native-trees/11730738 

5. https://www.abc.net.au/gardening/factsheets/myrtle-combat/11464750 
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