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Ant blitz 
Calling all Western Australia Biosecurity Blitzers! We want your help to ensure 

Browsing Ant doesn’t get established in Western Australia.  

Browsing ant, Lepisiota frauenfeldi, is a tramp ant species that is native to southern 

Europe and thrives in a Mediterranean climate. It is exotic and has not yet 

established in Australia. 

They are a slender, shiny, dark brown ant about 3–4mm in length. Browsing ants are 

often seen in large numbers and run about in a haphazard manner when disturbed. 

They do not have a strong ‘ant smell’ when crushed. 

 

These aggressive ants are ideally suited to Australian conditions. They form multi-

queened super-colonies and monopolise food resources, quickly reaching very high 

populations and displacing native ant species and other invertebrates.  

They would likely become a significant horticultural, environmental and domestic 

pest if established in Australia. 

When they are agitated or defending their nest, browsing ant runs around in a jerky, 

crazy manner, with all the ants going in different directions. 
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Figures 1 and 2. Officer’s hand showing how small browsing ant are (left). Browsing 

ant workers with a queen, showing size differences (right) 

 

Did you know? 

 Browsing ants have been observed 

tending sap-sucking insects and can 

have a significant detrimental effect 

on vegetation.  

 They can reach high populations, will 

forage indoors, and displace native 

ants and other invertebrate species. 

Because of this, they present a risk to 

Western Australia’s billion dollar 

annual horticultural industry, the 

environment and human amenity as 

a household, community and garden pest. 

 Browsing ants have been declared an invasive exotic ant pest of national 

significance by the Australian government and all known infestations are under 

eradication. 

Activity goal 

Look for, photograph, report and collect all of the ants you can find.  

Ants can be collected using the sticky side of transparent sticky tape and gently 

adhering this to white paper. Alternatively brush ants into a container and seal shut.  

Place the ant sample in the freezer for 1 hours+. Take multiple samples from inside 

and outside, and label with the collection location (e.g. Kitchen, bathroom, driveway 

etc.). For more information about ants in WA see our webpage 'Ant identification is 

the key to successful control'. 

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/invasive-species/ant-identification-key-successful-control
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/invasive-species/ant-identification-key-successful-control
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Materials required 

1. A mobile device (phone or tablet) with 

MyPestGuide™ Reporter downloaded onto it 

and the reference ‘How to make a report”. 

2. Transparent/clear sticky tape (the wider the 

better) 

3. One piece of white paper and a pencil 

4. Zip lock bag 

5. Envelope & stamp 

 

What to do 

1. Walk around gardens, backyard, park or 

school for ants. Check along footpath kerbing, 

reticulation tubing, lawn edges, driveways and 

tree trunks. 

 

2. Collect your ants by gently pressing a piece of 

clear tape onto them, sticking them to the 

glue. Take multiple samples from different 

areas with different ants. 

 

3. Gently adhere the tape to a piece of white 

paper. 

 

4. On the paper write your address and contact 

details. Also nominate where each sample 

was collected (e.g. backyard, driveway) 

 

5. Fold the paper and place into a ziplock bag. 

Place the ziplock bag in the freezer for 1-2 

hours to humanely dispatch the ants. 

 

6. Send the sample in an envelope to:  

Ant Blitz 

Department of Primary Industries and 

Regional Development 

Att: Pest and Disease Information Service 

3 Baron-Hay Court 

South Perth WA 6151 

 

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/apps/mypestguide-reporter
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/sites/gateway/files/Instructions%20to%20use%20MPG%20Reporter%20app%20general%20V1.pdf
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More information 

1. Browsing ant information https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/biosecurity/browsing-ants 

2. Ant identification is the key to successful control 

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/invasive-species/ant-identification-key-

successful-control?page=0%2C1 

3. How to make a MyPestGuide report 

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/sites/gateway/files/Instructions%20to%20use%20MPG

%20Reporter%20app%20general%20V1.pdf 

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/biosecurity/browsing-ants
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/invasive-species/ant-identification-key-successful-control?page=0%2C1
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/invasive-species/ant-identification-key-successful-control?page=0%2C1
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/sites/gateway/files/Instructions%20to%20use%20MPG%20Reporter%20app%20general%20V1.pdf
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/sites/gateway/files/Instructions%20to%20use%20MPG%20Reporter%20app%20general%20V1.pdf

