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15th April 2019 
 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
Dog Standards and Guidelines Consultation 
Animal Welfare Regulation 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I am writing to you today as a current client of The Holistic Hound Dog Training based in Perth, WA to 
oppose some of the new standards proposed in the Draft Standards and Guidelines for the Health 
and Welfare of Dogs in WA, specifically those outlined below; 

The flat ban on prong collars  
S12.2 Prong collars must not be used on a dog. 
 
The adjustments to the accepted method of use of Electronic Collars, points (a) & (b) 
S13.1 An electronic collar must only be used on a dog in accordance with the 
generally accepted method of use. For the purposes of these Standards, the 
generally accepted method of use includes: 
(a) if a reasonable and documented effort has been made to use other 
training techniques to modify behaviour and these have not been 
effective; 
(b) a veterinarian has examined the health and temperament of the dog 
and reasonably believes that the dog is suitable to wear an electronic  
collar. 

Even though we have a friendly Doberman/ridgeback puppy, as he was growing in size so was his 
enthusiasm.  He was starting to scare people and other dogs and unless we found a way to calm his 
reactions he would become anti-social and unmanageable.  The training that we previously been 
providing with positive reinforcement and yanking on his flat collar when walking was proving 
useless. We also became concerned of potential injury with the force required to restrain him on the 
lead with a flat collar. 

We initially did an online course with Holistic Hound on leash manners and reactivity and began to 
realise how little we knew about dog behaviour and the tools that were out there to assist the dogs in 
understanding what was being asked of them.  Thanks to the amount of education and training that 
we have received in the use of the prong collar and e-collar so far we have seen a dramatic 
improvement in our dog’s reactivity and are now redirecting his enthusiasm into a love of learning 
and to make better decisions when faced with other dogs or people.  Without these tools we would 
need to use brute force and harsh discipline to control our dog.  With these tools we still have an 
extremely happy and enthusiastic dog but he listens to every command and we now have a much 
stronger and mutually satisfying bond with our dog. 

I look at other dogs that have NOT received this training and see how reactive they can be.  Large or 
small, all dogs should receive this type of balanced training to improve their relationship to their 
families and the wider community. 
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If these tools were illegal or restricted we would have a much more reactive dog that would definitely 
mean a much unhappier dog, but may also result in him needing to be severely restricted or even put 
down. 

The prong and e collar, along with a comprehensive training program have created the foundations 
for a safe and happy dog in a loving environment.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my submission. I would be happy to substantiate the above 
information by answering any questions or submit further if needed as I feel so strongly about this 
cause.  
 
Kind Regards,  
Veronika Andersson and Joe Mosca  

Client of  
The Holistic Hound Dog Training 
Lauren Maslen (Owner-Operator)  
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