\* Department of )
Environment and Conservation

Our environment, our future

Fauna Note No. 16
2 Australian Raven

Description

The Australian Raven Corvus coronoides (Figure 1), is the
largest member of the Corvid family in Australia and some
people call it a ‘crow’. Australian Ravens are 48-54 cm in
length and 500-820 g in weight. They are large, black birds
with a long bill and elongated throat feathers (hackles) that
are obvious when they call. The call is a drawn-out, falling
‘aah-aah-aaaaahhhhh’. The eyes change from blue (as a
nestling) to brown and finally white (at three years of age)
as they mature. Birds in their first year may appear duller
in colour than adults. Juvenile birds also have shorter
hackles and pink skin around and within the mouth. The
bases of the body feathers are grey rather than the white
seen in adults.

Figure 1 Australian Raven Corvus coronoides (Photo: ©K Vang and W
Dabrowka www.birdsinbackyards.net).

Distribution and Habitat

Australian Ravens occur from the mouth of the Murchison
River to Eucla and inland to the southern fringe of the
Nullarbor Plain (Figure 2). The Australian Raven has
become one of the most common birds in the city and
suburbs of Perth. Australian Ravens frequent open pastures
and rarely forage in heavily wooded areas. Breeding birds
inhabit a territory with a nes t/ roost tree, a water supply
and a reliable source of food.

Diet

A study conducted in Perth found that over 70% of the diet
of the Australian Raven was made up of meat, insects, fruit
and bread. These foods are available in parks, shopping
centres, schools and near take-away food outlets.
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Studies in rural areas have shown that Australian Ravens
depend on carrion, such as dead livestock and road Kills.
Other food items include Oats Avena sativa, Wheat
Triticum aestivium, birds’ eggs and nectar.

Breeding

Australian Ravens do not breed until they are at least three
years of age and pairs may remain together until one dies.
They build a stick nest in the tallest tree in the area and lay
1-6 eggs in late winter and early spring. The female
incubates the eggs for 19-21 days and broods the young.
Nestlings remain in the nest for at least six weeks. After
fledging, the young are fed by both parents for a period of
up to four months. Studies in rural areas show that
breeding birds produce two nestlings every year and live
for 7-8 years.

Behaviour

Flocks of Australian Ravens rarely exceed 30 birds and
consist of non-breeding and immature Australian Ravens
that wander locally or move further a field in search of
food. Breeding pairs are sedentary and usually remain
within their territories. However, when food becomes
abundant outside their territory, birds may flock to that
area. For example, the ravens respond to events such as
lambing, grasshopper swarms, grain stubble exposure and
disposal of rubbish and abattoir waste.

Damage

A survey of Perth residents found that the main problem
associated with Australian Ravens in the city and suburbs
was the noise they make. The ravens also attack other
birds, break open and scavenge in rubbish bins and damage
gardens and fixtures on windows and cars. They may also
represent a health risk by contaminating items with their
droppings, scavenging in eating areas and depositing food
items in drinking fountains, water bowls and bird baths.

In rural areas, Australian Ravens are known to damage
grape, almond, melon and citrus crops. Studies show that
Australian Ravens are inefficient predators and prefer
carrion, such as dead lambs and after-birth.  They
sometimes Kill live lambs and other young animals, but
usually only if they are small, weak and / or have been
deserted and would die anyway.
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Figure 2 Distribution of the Australian Raven Corvus coronoides in Western Australia (Modified from Johnstone and Storr (1998)).
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Status

The Australian Raven is listed as a Declared Pest of
Agriculture under the provisions of the Agriculture and
Related Resources Protection Act 1976, administered by
the Western Australian Department of Agriculture and
Food. This declaration allows for the approval and
implementation of a management program in the Eucla
and south-west land divisions, excluding the Perth
Metropolitan area.

As a native species, the Australian Raven is protected under
the provisions of the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950,
administered by the Department of Environment and
Conservation (DEC). Under this Act, Australian Ravens
can be shot on private land in accordance with an open
season notice without the need to obtain a damage licence
from DEC if they are causing damage to crops or stock.
The area covered by the notice comprises the Eucla and
south-west land divisions, excluding the Perth
metropolitan area and the municipal districts of Bunbury
and Mandurah.

Outside the open season area, a damage licence must be
obtained from DEC prior to shooting or trapping.

Damage Control
Metropolitan area

e Don’t feed wild native animals or birds, or allow
excess food to accumulate.

e Clear away food scraps and excess pet food.
e Dispose of fruit which has fallen from fruit trees.
e Cover compost heaps, or use a compost bin.

e Properly secure chicken pens and ensure they are
in good repair.

e Deny Australian Ravens access to sheds and
rubbish bins.

Rural areas

For management options to reduce the damage caused by
Australian Ravens, see the table below. A strategy
comprising a number of techniques will probably be needed
to reduce the damage caused.

Destroying Australian Ravens should be viewed as a last
resort after other control options have been attempted.
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Further Reading

e Fauna Note No. 2. Scaring and Repelling Birds to
Reduce Damage. DEC, Western Australia.

e Fauna Note No. 3. Netting to Reduce Bird Damage.
DEC, Western Australia.
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Further Information

Contact your local office of the Department of
Environment and Conservation.

See the Department’s website for the latest information:
www.naturebase.net.

Last updated 12 December 2007.



http://www.naturebase.net/component/option,com_docman/task,doc_download/gid,362/mode,view/
http://www.naturebase.net/component/option,com_docman/task,doc_download/gid,362/mode,view/
http://www.naturebase.net/component/option,com_docman/task,doc_download/gid,363/mode,view/
http://www.naturebase.net/
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Options for Reducing Damage Caused by Australian Ravens

Option Application
Sheep management | Time lambing to coincide with that of your neighbours so that flocks of ravens are not attracted to
the one area. Use small well-sheltered lambing paddocks near the homestead so ewes are present
to defend and feed lambs, lambs are kept warm and farm activities scare off birds.
Farmnote 62/2001: Are foxes Killing your lambs? Department of Agriculture, Western Australia.
Limiting food Limit spilt grain, use bird proof-bins. Use effective sheep management (see above).
Fauna Note No. 11. Limiting Access to Food to Reduce Bird Damage. DEC, Western Australia.
Fauna Note No. 12. Feeding Wild Birds. DEC, Western Australia.

Bird netting Use temporary or permanent netting to enclose crops.
Fauna Note No. 3. Netting to Reduce Bird Damage. DEC, Western Australia.
Shooting Shooting is the only legal method of destruction in Western Australia. Damage licences may be

required from DEC. Firearms must be licensed.
Fauna Note No. 9. Destruction of Birds to Reduce Damage. DEC, Western Australia.

Scaring Various devices, most effective when used in combination.
Fauna Note No. 2. Scaring and Repelling Birds to Reduce Damage. DEC, Western Australia.
Alternative food Place away from crops and stock. Continue shooting and scaring near the crop and stock so the

birds move to an area where they will not be disturbed while feeding on the decoy feed.
Fauna Note No. 13. Decoy Feeding — Providing Alternative Food to Birds to Reduce Damage.
DEC, Western Australia.

Repellents Only those registered as bird repellents should be used applied to crops.
Fauna Note No. 2. Scaring and Repelling Birds to Reduce Damage. DEC, Western Australia.
Poisoning Illegal under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950. Crop contamination threatens other species and

export markets.
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